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Mr. President, Faculty Members and Students of Robert College.

1t is @ SiNQUiAr1Y special. occaslOn fOF me, ON€ wniCn IS beyond the can
O dUty, to address this esteelled gathering for the first time at tne
£ilSt Convocatlon of the academic year iobo=1o7o~ Althougn 1 am new 0
th€ CAMPUS, the camflus is nol new to me. | SpENt a quarter of my Hfe
Studyin{ anl 1lvind hele. 1 am Nappy o D€ back on familiar ~rritoxy
not quite aS a StUdeNt this time, Dut el with Memories of my student
days. 1 enjoy cinbin{ up and €ON € COUNEreSS StePS - chough 1 must
Aanit it (Oes re(uire a titere mOre ffort new than i did when | was
ymmger - ENjoY watkin{ throulh these ven€rale DUTi0ingS shose TACES
are N0 dirferent Dut which Nave UnO€rgon® many an INterNdi @rt€ration
and Seen fated to have many more; enjoy watchilly the BOSPh=rUS frm the
Tern~and Hvin{ once aJalN among the raMiniar planes, pines and
CYPresses. as a stuledt here | waS never fully aware or the heauty of
this CaMPus. 1 diSCOVEled it with chiltosh excHenie~ whell | returned
helt a few years afterwar(s. L~ewise, it 1akes sometime for an alumnus
to appreciaet furly the Quality of education ne received here and to
realiz8 utot ne OWES t° Robert College. The rearHzadod COMES Slowly
bt SUr1y as he Defins to unllerstand that education is N0t a Simpse
ProCess of tearnin{ hut a1So of aCqUIrING a Philosophy of rife, mora
murage, S€If ESPECt ANd self reHance. To provile n€SE a SChod
MUST haVE a POIiCY of education and this pclicy must sift ~e~~h wery
16Ver Of the sdhools oferation without extfaN€oUS PresSUre. Rrobert
coltege iS5 a SCDHOOI Wh0Se most precious posseSSION &S ItS ed~atiena

policies. We shall safeguard this treasure.
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Permit me to expound on the subjebt of education. Education to me is a
two-pronged process which we may call academic development and intellectual
awakening. The primary objective of the student is academic development,

or the gathering of knowledge. But equally important is intellectual
development which transcends the curricula. Placed inside a rigid frame
the most perfect curriculum can only present the student with a ‘scientific,
scholarly or professional background in his field of study but in the
process may stifle his imagination. The purpose of higher education

should not merely be to cram the student with facts and formulas.

Alongside with this, the student must be encouraged to think for himself,
develop an analytical mind and learn to ask himself relevant questions.
Certain natural reactions develop in the mind of the student who knows

what to expect from one day to another year after year. The excitement

of learning does not lie in the routine aspects of the academic program,

but in the student®s discovery of pertinent material for and by hinself.
Higher education, therefore, should elicit issues and point to ways for
their solution. It should teach methodology but should not aspire to
provide definitive answers. The professor’s job should not be limited

to that which has already been published but should include the search,

in collaboration with his students, for that which has not yet been
written. Dynamic education can be realized in direct proportion to the
professor®s ability and willingness to encourage ideas and research work
that may surpass his own experince. Another factor that plays an important
tole in the self-development of the student is the opportunity to participate
in [€1dt€d functions and -~crmons of the academic community Of Which he is

a par't for the duration of his schooling. Acadenﬁc freGdOm stipulates that
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all persons of a College community think freely and make their public
without intimidation. So long as everyone respects the laws of the land

and stays within the boundaries of academic courtesy, there shall be

freedom of thought and speech on this campus. We cannot expect everyone

to be of one mind. We must not resent others who do not approve of our
ideas. | must make it clear, however, that when | say ideas, | mean the
fruits of free thinking and not slogans; for a slogan is usually a
generalization which has a grain of truth to it, but doeS nOt neceSSarily
reflect the whole truth. A probing mind does not covet cliches but tries

to see a problem from all possible angles. We must not forget that slogans
are mental barriers that block the process of clear thinking. To achieve

a true state of academic freedom there must be tolerance and mutual respect.
It is the right of the person who knows how to listen, to be listened to.

He who closes his mind to new ideas or the ideas he does not like, foregoes
his right to be heard. |In the sphere of ideas, we disapprove of strong
hallded methOdS bUt favor the course of deliberati°n- |deaS are transplanted
by persuasion and cannot be eradicated by force. Just as purposeful misuse
of authority cannot be condoned, so must unwarranted obstruction of academic
activities be rejected.

In higher education, administratiOn is dll extremely diffiCUIt function. It
is not akin to military, civil or business administration because, in a
senSe, tht hiejarchies of authority are nOt Clearly delineated. The academiC
administrator must lead a community of equals. For this reason the only
effective tool of academic administration is to keep open the channels of
discussion. Since it is iInconceivable in an academic community for everyone

to agree on any one issue, regardless of what the administrator tries to
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doj it is evident that some will not be satisfied. There will always be
these opposed to the views of the alllinlStration. ThiS is NOt unnaeural,
Something must be wrong with an academic community where everyone agrees
at an tiNeS. what is important to Dear in mana is that whether he be a
faculty Or Stafr member, or a stullent, peopl@ teld 0 See Preblenis frof
the VANtage POINt Of tn€il own asPirations or the NEEds OF die QroUP diat
th€) IePreSent. wore often than NOL We teNd 10 forfet thar We are a part
of the WnOre. The CENtrar administration cannot vIEW ISSUES of Probiens
as tadirtdtal EVellts. 1t consillers them in a Wider perSpeCtive. An
adMiniStlatel klows that he cannol predSe eVelyolle arn f th€ tune. lIhat
he Can hODE for is Nis schoot®s CONFIdENCE aide deCiSions wlll be taken in
600d aith and 0 the Detter shert-rangf oS WEll as long-range interests
of his InstitUeiOn.  1n academic adnfcristratton, the malll fUNCtION Of the
AamiNiStlatiVe orfans must De fo aSSISt the «eaching activity to rm
ewnranically anll without (Hsruptiom. [T 1S € right of the raculties
and e StUseNt n0ay +0 EXPect effuent managlMent. AdminlStrators must
f0IEVel bear in nand that any fimds saved from auxiliary activities can
alldyS be USEd to reinforce educat~mi NEEdS. LiKewlSe, all MUSt hear
IN MINd that, 1ike MOSe Other educational tastftuciom, the Fenwictal
[ESOUrCES of robert cottege are NOL ullinmited. e muSt NOt aSpire 10 do
eVerYthing, bUt 0 ulldBreake that which we CAN 00 Well. What we lack in
quantit) May De comPensatel for by qlality and nigh Standards. 1n the
thlS cOllege rmac® SiQNifiCant contrie@ons to educattwi IN TUrkey.
we MUST See 0 it that she conmnues 10 me fUreher and more signisican:

contributions.
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Dear Students. Today Robert Kolej Yuksek Okulu begins her twelfth academic

year. BUL tohind th€SE twelve Years thel® are many more t0 wune; this
is the hundred and seventn YBAr of Robert cotsege. tony Chan(ES have
0CCUrd during those Nundrell and sBVEN years. This is N0t a Static
iNStItution. when times and Oemanas Changed In the past robert college
et the Chattaffe with determnat-~ and courage. Should i+ be found
reQUisit€ And C~edient she wini MEEL COANGE wien €QUAl COUrAgE and
A~ _p~doss. ThE Past academic yeal wa$ a tira of surve)S and
INVEStifarlON. The onf which we start today plOMISES o D€ a year of
analySis and d€CiSieNS. so, tet us not talk OF Inevitable crises. Let
US taik instead of somHdarity anll cOcperati-n. We do hot ask anyone to
shed hiS ~teral, ideologeal and pocti~1 nmmms. BUt We ask those
WNO mey haVe fectinp Of discontention and insurg~te to 163VE these
fe~ings bdtind at the camflus (Jates as trey ENEI trea. Eduteu~ is an
exciting expari€Nc€. oo not dilute it. 1 am ctofid~t t0At YOU wint
Cho0S8 the wiser course. And 1 am €QUally Confident thae twenty years
hence Wtea You ook back to those years yOU Wil Tike many hundreds

you, tell yoUrseres, yours was an excellent Education-

1 EXtend my warawst & lterne to our New Freshman dass and Wish y°u au
a succesfull academic year.

Aptullah Kuran






