
c e n tu ry  a r t  th a t  i t  is  o ften  a  m a t te r  of o p in io n  w h e th e r  a  g iv en  a r t i s t  is  an  E x p re s s io n is t :  
S o u t.n e ,  B acon  P ic a s s o  and  B o n n a rd  a r e  am o n g  th o se  w ho  a r e  s o m e tim e s  th o u g h t to  b e , 
fo r  one r e a s o n  o r  a n o th e r .  In p r a c t ic e ,  E x p r e s s io n is m  te n d s  to  be e n th u s ia s t ic  ab o u t  
p a in  r a th e r  th a n  p le a s u r e ,  m a d n e s s  r a th e r  th an  h e a lth ,  e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  p e r fo rm in g  a r t s  
- - B a a l ,  T he  In s e c t  P la y , W o zzeck ,  The  G re e n  T a b le , S udden ly  L a s t  S u m m e r , M e tr o p o l is , 
T he C a b in e t  of D r C a l ig a r i . In  th e  e n d , E x p r e s s io n is m  u s u a lly  m e a n s  th a t  th e y  a l l  d ied  
h a p p ily  e v e r  a f te r .
F a u v is m .  L e s  F a u v e s  (w ild  b e a s ts )  w as  the  n am e  a  h o s ti le  c r i t i c  co in ed  fo r  a  g ro u p  of 
young  p a in t e r s —M a tis s e ,  V lan a in ck , D e ra in ,  e tc .  - -sh o w in g  to g e th e r  a t  the  S alon  
d ’A u to m n e  in  190 5 . F a u v is m  c o m b in e s  c l e a r ,  b r ig h t  c o lo u r  w ith  b o ld ly  s im p lif ie d  d ra w in g .  
F e d e r a l  A rt  P r o je c t .  A b ra n c h  of th e  W o rk s  P r o g r e s s  A d m in is tr a t io n  ( W .P .A .)  in i t ia te d  
by  P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt  in  1933 to  a l le v ia te  u n e m p lo y m e n t r e s u l t in g  f ro m  the  D e p re s s io n .  
The  F e d e r a l  A r t  P r o je c t  gave  a r t i s t s  a  m o d e s t  r e g u la r  s a la r y  in  r e tu r n  fo r  th e  w o rk  th ey  
d id , so m e  of i t  m u r a l  p a in tin g  f o r  p u b lic  b u ild in g s . The  m a n y  h u n d re d s  of a r t i s t s  e m 
p lo y ed  in c lu d e d  G o rk y ,  P o llo c k , de K oon ing , R o th k o .
F ig u r a t iv e .  A r t  in  w h ich  th e re  is  an  in te n d e d  r e f e r e n c e  to  v is ib le  th in g s  in  the  r e a l  
w o r ld .  (T he  t e r m  is  s o m e tim e s  m is le a d in g ly  l im ite d  to  a r t  w h ich  r e f e r s  to  the  h u m an  
f ig u r e .)
F u tu r i s m .  An  I ta l ia n  m o v e m e n t,  l i t e r a r y  a s  w e ll as  a r t i s t i c ,  in i t ia te d  in  1909 by  the  p o et 
M a r in e t t i .  L ead in g  a r t i s t s  w e re  B o c c io n i,  C a r r h ,  B a lia . It w as  v io le n tly  a g a in s t  t r a d i 
tio n .  in  fa v o u r  of s c ie n c e ,  te c h n o lo g y  and  r e v o lu tio n .  I ts  a r t i s t s  a im e d  to  e x p r e s s  ra p id  
m o tio n  and  th e  a c tio n s  of f o r c e s  in  n a tu re  an d ,  above  a l l ,  in  m a c h in e s .  It had  o ffsh o o ts  
in  E n g la n d  (V o r t ic is m ) ,  R u s s ia ,  G e rm a n y , F r a n c e .
G e o m e tr ic A b s tr a c t io n .  N o n -f ig u ra tiv e  a r t  co n fin ed  to  r e c ta n g le s ,  c i r c l e s ,  e l l ip s e s  and  
o th e r  r e g u la r  e le m e n ts .  T h is  a im  h a s  g iv en  r i s e  to  m a n y  m o v e m e n ts  in c lu d in g  O rp h ism ,  
S u p re m a tis m ,  de  S tij l ,  C o n s tr u c t iv is m ,  A b s tr a c t io n - C r e a t io n  and  M in im a l a r t .  
H a rd -E d g e . S o m e tim e s  u s e d  to  d en o te  c u r r e n t  a b s t r a c t  p a in tin g  m a d e  of c le a r - c u t ,  f la t  
c o lo u re d  sh a p e s  w h ich  a r e  not n e c e s s a r i ly  g e o m e tr ic .
I m p r e s s io n i s m , in i t ia te d  ab o u t  1865, w as  th e  f i r s t  m o v e m e n t  in  m o d e rn  a r t :  ic r e je c te d  
the  c o n v e n tio n s  of w h at a  p ic tu re  ought to  b e , in  c o lo u r  and  d e s ig n ; i t  n u llif ie d  th e  d is t in c 
tio n  b e tw e e n  a  sk e tc h  and  a  f in is h e d  p ic tu r e ;  i t  d e s is te d  f ro m  te l l in g  a  s to r y  o r  p o in tin g  
a  m o r a l .
K in e tic  A r t .  S c u lp tu ra l  o r  r e l ie f  c o n s tru c t io n s  p a r t s  of w h ich  a r e  in  m o tio n .  T h ey  m a y  
be d r iv e n  by  m a c h in e  o r  by  a i r  c u r r e n t s .
N ab i s , L e s . The n a m e - -H e b re w  fo r  p ro p h e ts  - - ta k e n  in  1389 by  a  g ro u p  of young  F r e n c h  
p a in te r’s ,  in c lu d in g  V u illa rd  and  B o n n a rd ,  in f lu e n c e d  by  G au g u in .
N a tu r a l i s m . R e se m b la n c e  to  the  s u r f a c e  a p p e a ra n c e  of th e  th in g  r e p r e s e n te d .
N e o -D a d a . A t e r m  s o m e tim e s  u s e d  fo r  th e  w o rk  of c o n te m p o ra ry  A m e r ic a n  a r t i s t s  su ch  
a s  J a s p e r  Jo h n s  and  R o b e r t  R a u s c h e n b e rg ,  b e c a u se  th e i r  w o rk  d e a ls  i r o n ic a l ly  w ith  
p ro b le m s  of a r t ’s r e la t io n  to  life  and  o th e r  a r t .
N e o - im p r e s s io n is m .  A s y s te m a t ic ,  s c ie n tif ic  d e v e lo p m e n t of I m p r e s s io n is m  in i t ia te d  
ab o u t 1882 by  G e o rg e s  S e u r a t ,  w ho  e v o lv e d  a  te c h n iq u e  ( s o m e tim e s  know n  a s  P o in t i l l is m  o r  
D iv is io n ism )  by  w h ich  the  c a n v a s  is  c o v e re d  w ith  a lm o s t  u n ifo rm  d o ts  of p u re  u n m ix ed  
c o lo u r  w h ich  b len d  f ro m  a  d is ta n c e .
N o n - F ig u r a t iv e .  A rt  in  w h ich  th e r e  is  no  in te n d e d  r e f e r e n c e  to  v is ib le  th in g s  in  th e  r e a l  
w o r ld .
Op A r t . F o r m  of n o n - f ig u ra tiv e  p a in tin g  w h ich  e x p lo its  o p tic a l  e ffe c ts  to  give  an  i l lu s io n  
of m o v e m e n t.
P op  A r t .  P a in tin g  and  s c u lp tu re  th e  s u b je c t - m a t te r  of w h ich  is  c o m m e r c ia l  a r t - - p o s t e r s  , 
b ra n d  p a c k a g in g , s t r ip  c a r to o n s  - -a n d  o th e r  m a n -m a d e  o b je c ts  ty p ic a l  of m o d e rn  l i f e .  It 
b eg an  in  E n g lan d  in  th e  la te  1950s bu t i t s  p r in c ip a l  m a n ife s ta t io n s  have  b een  in  the  U .S .A ,  
s in c e  1 9 6 0 --C la e s  O ld e n b u rg , R oy  L ic h te n s te in ,  A ndy  W a rh o l,  e tc .  
P o s t - I m p r e s s io n i s t s .  A v ag u e  t e r m  u s e d  to  b r a c k e t  to g e th e r  C é z a n n e ,  van  Gogh  and  
G augu in  w ho  in  th e i r  d if fe re n t  w ay s  had  r e je c te d  I m p r e s s io n is m .
P r im i t iv e s .  P a in te r s  of th e  14th and  15th c e n tu ry  a r e  o ften  c a lle d  ’T he  I ta l ia n  P r im i t iv e s ’ ,


