
o th e r  la b e ls  u s e d  fo r  th e i r  w o rk ,  the  b e s t-k n o w n  is  A c tio n  P a in t in g .  See  a ls o  A b s tr a c t  
S u b lim e  and  T a c h is m .
A b s tr a c t  S u b lim e , T h e . T e rm  s o m e tim e s  a p p lie d  to  c e r ta in  A m e r ic a n  A b s tr a c t  E x p r e s 
s io n is ts  u s in g  la r g e  s im p le  f o r m s — R o th k o , S ti l l ,  N ew m an ,
A c a d e m ic  o r ig in a l ly  m e a n t  w h at i t  s t i l l  m e a n s  in  o th e r  f ie ld s :  p e r ta in in g  to  s x h o la r ly  
in s t i tu t io n s .  T he  r i s e  of a r t  a c a d e m ie s  - - in  F lo r e n c e  in  th e  16th c e n tu ry ,  F r a n c e  in  the  
17th, the  R o y al  A c a d e m y  in  th e  1 8 th -- in v o lv e d , b e s id e s  s tu d y  of the  p a s t  and  te a c h in g  base«.- 
upon  i t ,  the  d e s i r e  of a r t i s t s  to  be  t r e a te d  a s  r e s p e c te d  c i t iz e n s  r a th e r  th a n  m e r e  c r a f t s 
m e n .  S ince  the  m id -1 9 th  c e n tu ry ,  a c a d e m ie s  h av e  b e c o m e  l e s s  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  the  p a s t  th a n  w ith  r e je c t in g  the  p r e s e n t .  »A cadem ic* , a s  a p p lie d  to  th e  liv in g , h as  
th e re b y  co m e  to  be  u s e d  of a r t  w h ich  is  n e i th e r  r e le v a n t  to  the  p r e s e n t  n o r  ro o te d  in  the  

p a s t .
A ctio n  P a in t in g. L a b e l  c o in e d  in  1952 fo r  A m e r ic a n  A b s tr a c t  E x p r e s s io n is m .  
A rt  N ouveau  w as  the  d o m in a n t d e c o ra t iv e  s ty le  of th e  n in e t ie s ,  a  s ty le  m a n if e s t  in  a 
g r e a t  ra n g e ..of a r t i f a c t s  f ro m  B e a r d s le y ’s d ra w in g s  to  G au d i’ s b u ild in g s , T iffa n y ’s g la s s
to  th e  e n tr a n c e s  to  th e  P a r i s  M é t r o - -a n d  in  m u c h  of th e  a r t  of the  S y m b o lis ts ,  N a b is ,  
F  auve  s .
A v a n t-G a rd e .  ( F r e n c h  fo r  v a n g u a rd .)  A t one  le v e l  s im p ly  m e a n s  p r o g r e s s iv e ,  fo rw a rd -  
looking^  Bu+ th e  m il i t a r y  m e ta p h o r  h as  h e ro ic  o v e r to n e s  and  also an  im p lic a tio n  th a t  tne  
h is to r y  of a r t  is  a  k in d  of p r o g r e s s .  To  be  an  a v a n t - g a r d is t ,  th e r e f o r e ,  is  p ro o a b ly  no t 
m e r e ly  to  be p r o g r e s s iv e  bu t to  r e jo ic e  in  th e  f a c t  of b e in g  p r o g r e s s iv e ,  

B a u h a u s .  S choo l of a r t  and  d e s ig n  in  G e rm a n y , 1919-33. F o u n d e d  by  a r c h i te c t  W a lte r  
G ro p iu s ,  i t  a im e d  to  a b o lish  any  d is tin c tio n s  b e tw een  f in e  and  a p p lie d  a r t .  A r t i s t s  who 
ta u g h t  th e re  in c lu d e d  K a n d in sk y , K le e ,  M o h o ly -N ag y .
B io m o rp h ic  A b s tr a c t io n .  P a in tin g s  and  s c u lp tu re  u s in g  f r e e  fo rm s  su g g e s tiv e  o r  o rg a n 
ic  f o r m s .

B laue  R e ite r  D er  (T he  B lue  R id e r ')  Narr.e w as  a  g ro u p  of p a in te r s  fo rm e d  in  1911 in  
M u n ich , in c lù d i-ig  K aA dinsky  and  K le e .  T h e ir  e x h ib itio n s  in c lu d e d  in v ite d  a r t i s t s  su c h  
a s  P ic a s s o  an d  B ra q u e .
B ru c k e  D ie . (T he  B r id g e .)  N am e  a d o p te d  in  190 5 by  a  g ro u p  of young  G e rm a n  Ex-^  
p r e s s io n i s t s - - K i r c h n e r ,  S c h m id t-R o ttlu f f , H e c k e l, e tc .  T h e ir  w o rk  r e s e m b le s  F a u v is m  
in  i t s  b r ig h t  c o lo u r  and  s im p lif ie d  f o r m s  bu t h as  a  h a r s h e r ,  v io le n t e m o tio n a l  and  s o c ia l  
c o n te n t.  T he  g ro u p  b ro k e  up  in  1913.
C o lla g e .  S tic k in g  p ie c e s  of p a p e r - - c u t - o u t  o r  fo u n d , p la in  o r  p r in te d - - o r  o th e r  m a te 
r i a l s  on  to  a  s u r f a c e  to  fo rm  a  p ic tu re  o r  p a r t  of o n e .
C u b ism  w as  e v o lv e d  by  B ra q u e  and  P ic a s s o  b e tw e e n  1907 and  1913 and  im m e d ia te ly  a s -  
q u ire d  n u m e ro u s  a d h e re n ts  in c lu d in g  L é g e r ,  G r is ,  D elau n ay  (who  in v e n te d  an  off sh o t 
c a lle d  O rp h ism )  and  the  s c u lp to r s  L ip e h itz  and  - .L au ren s . The  s t r a ig h t  l in e s  and  f la t  
p la n e s  w h ich  p ro v o k e d  a  h o s t i le  c r i t i c  to  co in  th e  C u b is t  la b e l  w e re  a  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  
bo th  th e  t r a n s ie n t  a tm o s p h e r ic  e f fe c ts  of im p r e s s io n is m  and  the  o rg a n ic  c u rv e s  of A rt  
N o u v eau . B ut C u b ism  i s  n o t n e c e s s a r i ly  r e c t i l in e a r :  th e  l a t e r  w o rk  of P ic a s s o  and  
B ra q u e  r e m a in s  C u b is t.  E s s e n t ia l ly ,  C u b ism  m e a n s  co m b in in g  in  one im a g e  b its  ta k e n  
f ro m  s e v e r a l  v iew s  of a  th in g .  In  i t s  f i r s t  p h a s e ,  A n a ly tic a l  C u b ism , an  id io m  in s p ir e d  
by  C é z a n n e ,  the  o b je c t  an d  th e  s u r ro u n d in g  a tm o s p h e re  a r e  d is in te g r a te d  in to  an  a lm o s t  
c o lo u r le s s  s t r u c tu r e  of s m a ll  s e m i - t r a n s p a r e n t  p la n e s .  In  S y n th e tic  C u b ism ,  ev o lv ed  m  
1912-13 a lo n g  w ith  c o lla g e ,  the  p la n e s  b e c o m e  l a r g e ,  opaque  and  d e c o ra t iv e ly  c o lo u re d .  
D ada  w as  an  a t t i tu d e ,  n o t a  s ty le .  D ada  g ro u p s  of w r i t e r s  and  a r t i s t s  w e re  fo rm e d  in  
Z u r ic h ,  C o lo g n e , B e r l in ,  H a n o v e r , New  Y o rk  and  P a r i s  b e tw e e n  1916 and  1919. T h ey  w e re  
c o m m itte d  to  r id ic u lin g  t r a d i t io n a l  a r t ,  t r a d i t io n a l  m o r a l s ,  t r a d i t io n a l  m a n n e r s .  T hey  
b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  o p e ra tio n s  of ch an ce  w e re  m o re  l ik e ly  th a n  th o se  of r e a s o n  to  p ro d u c e  
v a lid  a r t .  M o st of th e  D a d a is ts  - - su c h  as  A rp ,  E r n s t ,  D u c h a m p --  l a t e r  b e c a m e  S u r 
r e a l i s t s .  .
E x p r e s s io n is m  is  a  r e c u r r in g  te n d e n c y  in  N o r th e rn  a r t  w h ich  h a s  b e c o m e  e s p e c ia  y 
w id e s p re a d  and  u n in h ib ite d  in  th is  c e n tu r y .  It c o n s is ts  in  the  u s e  of v io le n t d is to r t io n s  
and  e x a g g e ra tio n s  to  a c h ie v e  h e ig h te n e d  e m o tio n a l  e x p r e s s iv e n e s s .  T he  s u b je c t - m a t te r  
is  o f te n 'a u to b io g ra p h ic a l ,  a s  if  the  w o rk  w e re  a  s o r t  of c o n fe s s io n .  M unch  e p ito m is e s  
the  E x p r e s s io n is t  a t t i tu d e ,  bu t th e r e  is  an  e le m e n t  of E x p r e s s io n is m  in  so  m u c h  2 0 th -


