
m in im u m  of c o n sc io u s  c o n tro l  and  in te n tio n ,  on the  g ro u n d s  th a t  w h at is  done  m o r e - o r -  
l e s s  u n c o n s c io u s ly  h a s  a s p e c ia l  a u th e n tic i ty  and  v i ta l i ty ,  s in c e  i t  b r in g s  to  lig h t  the  
in n e r  m a n .  W hat is  th e re b y  b ro u g h t  to  lig h t  m a y  be  d is a g r e e a b le  o r  sh a m e fu l:  th e  m o d 
e rn  a r t i s t ’ s r e a d in e s s  to  u n e a r th  i t  and  fa c e  i t  is  a n a s  p e c t  of h is  e f fo r t  to  m a k e  a r t  
e m b ra c e  w h at w as  h i th e r to  th o u g h t to  be  b e n e a th  i t .

T h e se  c o n c e rn s  h av e  b e e n  e s p e c ia l ly  a c tiv e  am o n g  th e  S u r r e a l i s t s  an d  th e i r  
h e i r s - - s u c h  as  th e  A b s tr a c t  E x p r e s s io n i s t s . B ut c o n s c io u s n e s s  of th e  U n c o n sc io u s  h as  
a l s o a ffe c te d  e v e ry  2 0 th -c e n tu ry  a r t i s t  in  a m o re  g e n e ra l  w a y . I t  h a s  m a d e  h im  s e l f 
c o n sc io u s  ab o u t  the  m a r k s  and  sh a p e s  he  c r e a te s  a s  a r t i s t s  h av e  n e v e r  b een  b e f o r e .  He 
He can  no  lo n g e r  p ro d u c e , fo r  e x a m p le ,  an  a g g r e s s iv e ly  v e r t i c a l  sh ap e  w ith o u t  a sk in g  
h im s e lf  w h e th e r  i t  d o es  no t h av e  a  se x u a l  m e a n in g  he d id  n o t in te n d  b u t w h ich  m u s t  c o r r e 
spond  to  so m e  h id d en  f e a r  o r  d e s i r e .

P h o to g ra p h y  - S ince  i t s  in v e n tio n  p h o to g ra p h y  h a s  tro u b le d  p a in te r s  w ith  the  
th o u g h t  th a t  a  m a c h in e  w as  now  doing  w h at  had  t r a d i t io n a l ly  b e e n  th e i r  jo b - -d o in g  i t  
th o u sa n d s  of t im e s  as  qu ick ly?  doing  i t  so  th a t  anyone  and  e v e ry o n e  co u ld  do  i t ;  up  to  a  
p o in t  doing  i t  m o re  a c c u r a te ly .  One r e a s o n  w hy  m a n y  a r t i s t s  c a m e  to  r e j e c t  im ita tin g  
a p p e a ra n c e s  w as  th a t  th e  c a m e r a  w as  h an d lin g  th e m .  T he  c a m e r a  e n c o u ra g e d  a r t  to  go 
a b s t r a c t  and  to  c u ltiv a te  p a in t  te x tu r e s  w e ll  o u ts id e  th e  c a m e r a ’ s p o s s ib i l i t i e s .  

If p a in te r s  have  f e l t  th e y  h ad  to  ju s t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  by  doing  so m e th in g  th a t  w as  
u n lik e  p h o to g ra p h y , p h o to g ra p h e rs  a t  f i r s t  f e l t  th e y  h ad  to  ju s t i f y  th e m s e lv e s  by  doing  
so m e th in g  th a t  w as  lik e  p a in tin g .  T hey  te n d e d  to  se e k  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  by  c o m p o s in g  th e ir  
p ic tu r e s  a s  if th e y  w e re  p a in tin g  in  o ils  (and  in  th is  c e n tu ry  a  few  of th e m  h av e  p h o to 
g ra p h e d  r e a l i ty  in  su c h  a  w ay  a s  to  t r y  and  g e t w h at  lo o k ed  lik e  a b s t r a c t  p a in tin g s ) . B ui 
a s  p h o to g ra p h y  b e g a n  to  d is c o v e r  w h at i t  co u ld  do f o r  i t s e l f ,  i t  s ta r te d  to  p ro v id e  p a in te r s  
w ith  s u r p r i s in g  im a g e s  th e y  co u ld  b o rro w  o r  l e a r n  f r o m - - h ig h - s p e e d  p h o to g ra p h y s  of 
f ig u r e s  in  a c tio n , X - r a y  p h o to g ra p h s ,  m ic r o - p h o to g r a p ls ; se e in g  th ings  f ro m  u n e x p e c te d  
v ie w p o in ts , and  the  w ay  a  p h o to g ra p h  s l ic e s  out a  f r a g m e n t  of r e a l i ty ,  c ro p p in g  f ig u r e s  
s h o r t  as  a r t i s t s  b e fo re  w ould  n e v e r  h av e  d a re d  to  do , so  th a t  the  c o m p o s itio n  h a s  an  u n 
b a la n c e d  lo o k  a s  of life  caughc  u n a w a r e s .

R e c e n tly  a r t i s t s  h av e  b een  o b s e s s e d  n o t os m u c h  by  w h at p h o to g ra p h s  s h o w , a s  
by  w h at th e y  a r e  and  the  w ays  th ey  a r e  u s e d .  T hey  h av e  m a d e  w o rk s  of a r t  in f lu e n c e d  
by  th e  p o ly p h o to ,  o r  w o rk s  th a t  u s e d  b lo w n -u p  p h o to g ra p h s  o r  in c o rp o ra te d  P r e s s  p h o to 
g ra p h s  o r  im ita te d  th e i r  lo o k .

T he  C ity  - G r e a t  w r i t e r s - - D ick en s  , B a lz a c , B a u d e la i r e - - w e r e  q u ic k e r  to  
c e le b r a te  th e  m o d e rn  m e tr o p o l is  th a n  g r e a t  p a in te r s :  D egas  and  L a u tr e c  w e re  th e  f i r s t  
fo r  w hom  i t  b e c a m e  an  o b s e s s iv e  s u b je c t .  Som e  a r t i s t s  have  co n v ey ed  n o s ta lg ic  love  fo r  
i t ,  o th e r s  d is i l lu s io n m e n t o r  t e r r o r ,  o th e r s  a  d e s i r e  to  tid y  i t  u p . The  F u tu r i s t s  p a in te d  
th e  e x c ite m e n t  of i ts  c ro w d s ,  th e  d y n a m ism  of i t s  m a c h in e s .  T he  E x p r e s s io n is ts  have  
d r a m a t is e d  i ts  s q u a lo r  and  m e n a c e .  C u b is ts  h av e  c e le b r a te d  th e  g e o m e try  of i ts  
a r c h i te c tu r e ,  P o p  a r t i s t s  i t s  b i l lb o a r d s .

P o p u la r  im a g e r y  - In  1912, A p o ll in a ir e , p o e t,  c r i t i c ,  f r ie n d  of the  C u b is t  p a in t 
e r s ,  sa id :  ” I b e lie v e  th a t  I h av e  found  a  s o u rc e  of in s p i r a t io n  in  p r o s p e c t u s e s . . .  c a ta lo 
g u e s ,  p o s te r ,  a d v e r t is e m e n ts  of a l l  s o r t s .  B e lie v e  m e ,  th ey  c o n ta in  th e  p o e try  of o u r  
e p o c h .  I s h a ll  m a k e  i t  s p r in g  f o r th . "  A t th is  t im e  P ic a s s o  and  B ra q u e  b eg an  to  u se  f r a g 
m e n ts  of p a c k a g in g , s h e e t  m u s ic ,  e t c . ,  in  c o l la g e s .  S u b se q u e n tly , s e v e r a l  o th e r  a r t i s t s  
h a b itu a lly  in c o r p o r a te d  f r a g m e n ts  of p o p u la r  im a g e r y  in to  a s s e m b la g e s  o r  r e p r e s e n te d  
i t  in  p a in tin g s  and  s c u lp tu r e s .  F in a l ly  in  the  1960 ' s the  P o p  a r t i s t s  h av e  m a d e  i t  th e i r  
p e r s i s t e n t  s u b je c t .

A rt  th a t  m o v e s  - In 1920, N aum  G abo  e x e c u te d  h is  K in e tic  s c u lp tu re  (s ta n d in g  
w a v e ), in  w h ich  an  e le c t r i c  m o to r  m a k e s  a  s im p le  v e r t i c a l  m e ta l  ro d  v ib ra te  a t  h ig h  
sp e e d  so  th a t  only  an  o s c i l la t in g  b lu r  is  s e e n .  In  1931 A le x a n d e r  C a ld e r  c o n s tru c te d  the  
f i r s t  of h is  ’m o b ile s ’ - - m e ta l  a s s e m b la g e s  s e t  in  m o tio n  by  a  h an d  o r  a c u r r e n t  of a i r .  
M o b ile s  and  m e c h a n ic a l ly - p r o p e l le d  s c u lp tu r e s  h av e  s in c e  b e c o m e  w id e ly  p ro d u c e d .  
T h e re  h av e  a ls o  b een  s ta t ic  s c u lp tu r e s ,  p a r t s  of w h ich  a r e  m o v e a b le  by  the  s p e c ta to r ,  
su ch  a s  G ia c o m e tt i’s S u sp en d ed  B a l l , in  w h ich  the  g ro o v ed  b a ll  is  m e a n t  to  be s l id  along  
the  c u rv e  of the  c r e s c e n t .  In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  s e v e r a l  a r t i s t s ,  su c h  a s  J a s p e r  Jo h n s  and  
C yvind  F a h l s t r ö m , h av e  m a d e  p a in tin g s  w ith  m o v e a b le  p a r t s  a tta c h e d  to  th e  s u r f a c e .  

P a r t ly  th is  p re o c c u p a tio n  d e r iv e s  f ro m  m o d e rn  m a n ’ s o b s e s s io n  w ith  m o v e m e n t 
of a l l  k in d s .  A g ain ,  a r t  th a t  m o v e s  is  a r t  a s  a  fo rm  of p la y ,  and  b rin g in g  p lay  in to  a r t


