
c le a r  th a t  the  a c tu a l  p h y s ic a l  a t t r ib u te s  of a  p ic tu re  co u ld  e x e r c is e  a  d i r e c t  p h y s ic a l  e ffe c t  
on the  o n lo o k e r . "A m e tr e  of g re e n  is  g r e e n e r  th an  a  c e n t im e tr e  of g r e e n ,"  s a id  G au g u in .  
The  f ie ld s  of f la t  c o lo u r  in  M a tis s e  o r  R othko  o r  N ew m an  w h ich  se e m  to  sw allo w  u p ,  to  
s a tu r a te ,  th e  o n lo o k e r ,  the  e y e - tw is t in g  p h y s ic a l  im p a c t  of th e  o p tic a l  a r t  of V a s a re ly  and  
B rid g e t  R ile y ,  a re  c o n se q u e n c e s  of p a in tin g  h av in g  a c c e p te d  the  f a c t  th a t  a  fo u r - fo o t  c a n v a s  
is  l i t e r l l y  f o u r  f e e t  of c o lo u r .

A m b ig u ity  - In F in n e g a n s  W ake  J a m e s  Jo y c e  c r e a te d  a  lan g u ag e  ( in s p ir e d  o r  
a n tic ip a te d  by  L e w is  C a r r o l l ’s Ja b b e rw o c k y )  of d is to r te d ,  te le s c o p e d  and  in v e n te d  w o rd s  
e v ok ing  m u ltip le  in c o n g ru o u s  m e a n in g s  - - e .  g . I ’m  lo o th in g  th e m  th a t 's  h e re  and  a l l  I lo th e . 
L o o n e ly  in  m e  lo n e n e s s . T he  v is u a l  e q u iv a le n t of th is  punning  h a s  b e e n  w id e ly  p u rs u e d  by  
2 0 th -c e n tu ry  p a in te r s  and  s c u lp to r  s - - m o s t  s y s te m a t ic a l ly  by  th e  S u r r e a l i s t s ,  w ho  have  
c r e a te d  fo rm s  su g g e s tin g  one th in g  tu rn in g  in to  a n o th e r  a s  in  d r e a m s .  O nly , th e  s ta g e s  of 
m e ta m o rp h o s is  a r e  no t a c tu a lly  r e p r e s e n te d ; one  fo rm  s ta n d s  fo r  d if fe re n t  th in g s  a t  the  
sa m e  t im e .  B ut th is  is  no t a t  a ll  a  p re ro g a t iv e  of th e  S u r r e a l i s t s  and  th e i r  a l l ie s  (su ch  a s  
K lee  and  P ic a s s o )  and  s u c c e s s o r s  (su ch  a s  P o llo c k  and  D ubuffe t). It w as  B ra q u e  who  
w ro te : ”So w hen  you  a s k  m e  w h e th e r  a  p a r t i c u la r  fo rm  in  one of m y  p a in tin g s  d e p ic ts  a 
w o m a n 's  h e a d ,  a f i s h ,  a  v a s e ,  a  b ir d ,  o r  a l l  four a t  o n c e , I c a n ’t g ive  you  a  c a te g o r ic a l  
a n s w e r ,  fo r  th is  'm e ta m o r p h ic ' c o n fu s io n  is  fu n d a m e n ta l  to  w h at I am  out to  e x p r e s s . "  

M o d e rn  a r t i s t s  h av e  t r ie d  to  s p r e a d  co n fu s io n  no t only  a s  to  w h at can  be r e a d  in to  
a  w o rk  bu t a s  to  the  v e ry  w ay  in  w h ich  i t  sh o u ld  be  r e a d .  W hen  J a s p e r  Jo h n s  f i r s t  m a d e  a  
p a in tin g  of the  A m e r ic a n  f la g ,  so m e  p eo p le  th o u g h t  he  w as  m a k in g  a  jo k e  a t  the  e x p e n se  of 
th e m s e lv e s ; a g a in ,  so m e  th o u g h t he  w as  ta k in g  a  c h i ld 's  o p e n -e y e d  v iew  of a  t r i t e  s u b je c t ,  
o th e r s  th a t  he  w as  p a in tin g  a  t r i t e  s u b je c t  to  c a n c e l  th e  s u b je c t  o u t.

The  a m b ig u it ie s  of m o d e rn  a r t  a r i s e  f ro m  th e  f a c t  th a t  a r t i s t s  h av e  b e e n  try in g  to  
ask  q u e s tio n s  r a th e r  th an  m a k e  s ta te m e n ts  and  th a t  th e s e  a r e  q u e s tio n s  th a t  can n o t be 
a n s w e re d  c o n c lu s iv e ly  bu t r e m a in  o p en .

C hance  - "I  th in k  th a t  p a in tin g  to d a y ,"  sa y s  F r a n c i s  B aco n ,  " is  p u re  in tu itio n  and  
lu c k  and  ta k in g  a d v a n ta g e  of w h at h ap p en s  w hen  you  s p la s h  th e  b its  d o w n ,"  T he  m o d e rn  
p a n te r ,  b e c a u se  of th e  l ib e r t i e s  he ta k e s  w ith  n a tu ra l  a p p e a r a n c e s , is  e s p e c ia l ly  f r e e  to  

e x p lo it th e  su g g e s tiv e  ch an ce  e ffe c ts  th a t  a lw ay s  h ap p en  in  o il-p a in t in g .  B e lie f  in  the  
c r e a t iv e  v a lu e  of c h a n c e  is  e n c o u ra g e d  by  b e lie f  in  th e  c r e a t iv e  p o w er  of th e  u n c o n sc io u s .  
T he  D a d a is ts  - - su ch  a s  A rp  and  D u c h a m p --w e n t  so  f a r  a s  to  d ro p  le n g th s  of s t r in g  o r  b its  
of p a p e r  on to  a  s u r f a c e  and  p r e s e r v e  th e  ch an ce  r e s u l t s  as  w o rk s  of a b s t r a c t  a r t .  H e re  
th e r e  w as  no t only  a  b e lie f  in  the  v a lu e  of ch an ce  bu t an  e x p r e s s io n  of c o n te m p t  f o r  the  
b e lie f  th a t  a r t  h ad  to  c o n fo rm  to  a c c e p te d  can o n s  of o r d e r .

New  M a te r ia ls  - T he  q u ic k -d ry in g  p a in ts  w ith  a  p la s t ic  b a se  in v e n te d  in  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  h av e  g r e a t ly  a ffe c te d  w o rk in g  m e th o d s ;  th e y  h av e  c o n se q u e n tly  a f fe c te d  th e  a p p e a r 
an ce  of p a in tin g s .  B ut i t  is  s c u lp tu re  above  a l l  th a t  h a s  b e e n  r e v o lu t io n is e d  by  te c h n o lo g y .  
F o r  th o u sa n d s  of y e a r s  s c u lp tu re  w as  e i th e r  c a rv e d  in  s to n e  o r  w ood  o r  w as  m o d e lle d  in  
c la y  and  th en  e i th e r  f i r e d  o r  c a s t  in  m e ta l .  In  th is  c e n tu ry  i t  h a s  b een  w e ld e d  in  i r o n  o r  
s te e l ;  c o n s tru c te d  f ro m  s h e e ts  of t r a n s p a r e n t  o r  c o lo u re d  p la s t ic ;  m a d e  o r  c a s t  in  
c o lo u re d  p la s t ic  o r  F ib r e g la s s ,  in  w h ich  sh a p e s  can  be  m a d e  th a t  w ould  be v ir tu a l ly  im 
p o s s ib le  in  n o n -s y n th e tic  m a te r i a l s ;  m a d e  in  so ft f a b r ic  s tu ffe d  w ith  k a p o k . The w id e 
s p re a d  in c o rp o ra t io n  in to  a r t  of v a r io u s  fo rm s  of ju n k  h a s  m e a n t  a n o th e r  la r g e  e x te n s io n  
of th e  m a te r i a l s  u se d  in  bo th  s c u lp tu re  and  p a in tin g .

The  found  o b je c t  - In  1913 M a rc e l D ucham p  b eg an  to  s e le c t  m a n u fa c tu re d  o b je c ts  
- - a  b ic y c le  w h e e l, a  b o t t l e - r a c k ,  a  u r in a l - - a n d  t r e a t  th e s e  ' r e a d y - m a d e s ',  a s  he  c a lle d  
th e m , a s  if th e y  w e re  w o rk s  of a r t .  H is  a rg u m e n t  w as  th a t  he  h ad  c h o se n  th e m ,  and  
a r t i s t i c  c r e a t io n  w as  e s s e n t ia l ly  a  m a t te r  of c h o o s in g .  L a te r  th e  S u r r e a l i s t s  p e r s i s te n t ly  
c h o se  o b je c ts  th e y  f o u n d - - n a tu r a l  o r  m a n -m a d e  o b je c ts - - a n d  e x h ib ite d  th e m , e i th e r  as  
th e y  c a m e  o r  m o r e - o r - l e s s  m o d if ie d .  T h e se  ’found  o b je c ts '  a r e  u s u a lly  a m b ig u o u s -  
lo o k in g  fo rm s  w ith  so m e  fo r tu i to u s  r e s e m b la n c e  to  o th e r  th in g s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  p a r t s  of the  
b o d y . H e n ry  M o o re ,  fo r  e x a m p le ,  h a b itu a lly  ta k e s  p e b b le s  o r  b o n es  and  in c o r p o r a te s  th e m  
in to  s c u lp tu r e s .  T hough  found  o b je c ts  a r e  u s u a lly  n a tu r a l ,  th e y  c a n  be  m a n -m a d e  th in g s ,  
e x o tic  o r  c o m m o n -p la c e .  \V hereas  th e  found  o b je c t  is  m e a n t  to  r e v e a l  b e a u ty  o r  m e a n in g  
in  u n e x p e c te d  p la c e s ,  D u ch am p ’ s r e a l  c o n c e rn  w as  th a t  h is  r e a d y - m a d e s  sh o u ld  debunk  
the  n o tio n  th a t  a r t  h ad  to  do w ith  good  t a s t e .

T he  U n c o n sc io u s  - P s y c h o a n a ly tic  th e o r y - - a n d  v a r io u s  m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s  of i t  
- -h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  a r t i s t s  a s  th e y  h av e  in f lu e n c e d , so o n e r  o r  l a t e r ,  e v e ry o n e  e l s e .  T hey  
h av e  p ro v o k e d  a  d e s i r e  to  c a p tu re  th e  im a g e ry  and  th e  a tm o s p h e re  of d r e a m s .  T h ey  have  
a ls o  a ro u s e d  a  b e lie f  in  th e  i n t e r e s t  and  the  v a lu e  of g e s tu r e s  and  u t te r a n c e s  m a d e  w ith  a


