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those of the courtyard. This also affected the span of the arches and therefore 
the area of both mosque and court.

With viziers’ mosques there might be no important internal columns, with the 
result that those of the portico, when it was ideally related to the proportions of 
the mosque itself, were modules of the whole.26 Where the relationship is success
fully achieved at the mosque of Selim II at Konya or Karapinar, or of Riistem 
Pasha at Tekirdağ, the result is a concordance of parts: if the relationship is not 
achieved, the result, as at the Kurşunlu Cami at Kayseri, is a discordance between 
the bulk of the prayer hall and the elegance of the double portico. The same is 
true to some extent of the mosque of Pertev Pasha at İzmit where the inner series 
of columns is insufficiently grand to sustain aesthetically an outer, subsidiary 
portico.

And indeed one of the many touches of genius about the organization of the 
Selimiye mosque at Edirne is the manner in which Sinan ordered a disparate col
lection of columns in the courtyard with deceptive ease by resorting to corner 
piers of unusual design.

We can then enjoy the paradox arising from the power of the past to control 
the future through the raw materials of architecture matched by an architect of 
a new era who was capable of solving the problems created by the scarcity of 
precisely these materials.
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